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powerful. Mr. Hariri attended the Beirut Arab 
University where he was trained as a teacher. 
After leaving the University, however, Mr. 
Hariri went abroad to seek his fortune. He 
found that fortune in Saudi Arabia, where he 
established his own construction firm. Mr. 
Hariri became the personal contractor to 
Prince Fahd, who later became king of Saudi 
Arabia. Mr. Hariri’s company, Oger, became 
one of the region’s largest and most profitable 
construction companies. Mr. Hariri amassed a 
fortune that propelled him into Forbes richest 
100 people in the world, with an estimated net 
worth of $4 billion. 

While Mr. Hariri’s rags to riches story is 
noteworthy, it is not what he will be most re-
membered for. Mr. Speaker, Rafiq Hariri loved 
Lebanon. He genuinely wanted to give some-
thing back and to serve his country. During 
the civil war he mediated between rival militia 
groups. And in 1989, Mr. Hariri was a primary 
architect of the Taif Accords, which finally put 
an end to that war. In 1992, Mr. Hariri re-
turned to Lebanon to serve as a Member of 
Parliament, and was appointed Prime Minister. 
The first order of business for Prime Minister 
Hariri was to restore the Lebanese economy 
and rebuild the country after the 15 year civil 
war. Mr. Hariri left office in 1998 and returned 
as Prime Minister again in 2000. During his 
tenure, he was successful in attracting foreign 
investment, rebuilding Beirut and reviving Leb-
anon’s tourism industry. 

I would be remiss, Mr. Speaker, if I did not 
mention Rafiq Hariri’s humanitarian work. Over 
the course of his life he found several philan-
thropic, humanitarian and educational founda-
tions which aided poor Lebanese with schools, 
healthcare and college tuition. In the midst of 
the civil war, during cease-fires, he sent Oger 
trucks into Beirut’s streets to clear away the 
rubble. 

Mr. Speaker, the death of Rafiq Hariri 
leaves a void in Lebanon, a void that will not 
be easily filled. 

I would like to take this opportunity to urge 
the international community to fully investigate 
this act of terror. In addition, I advise the 
United States to offer forensic assistance to 
Lebanon. We have vast experience with bomb 
investigations, and I feel confident that our ex-
pertise could be used to help identify those re-
sponsible for this assassination, and bring 
them to justice. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the life and legacy of Rafiq Hariri, ex-
tending our deepest sorrow to the Lebanese 
people, both in Lebanon and around the world 
on their loss, and in condemning the heinous 
act that cut short this still promising life. I 
would also ask that my colleagues join me in 
offering our deepest condolences to the fami-
lies of all those killed and our prayers for the 
swift recovery of the wounded. 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in order to extend my deepest sympathy for 
the untimely death of former Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri. Mr. Hariri’s death is a tremendous 
loss not only to Lebanon, but to the global 
community as well. His efforts to restore 
peace and prosperity to his homeland after 
emerging from brutal civil war have earned 
him the great esteem of both myself and many 
of my House colleagues. 

Mr. Hariri began his career as a civil servant 
at a time when his country was in desperate 

need of rehabilitation. In 1990 Lebanon had 
just emerged from a 15-year civil war an ex-
hausted nation with an uncertain future. As 
Prime Minister, Mr. Hariri worked tirelessly to 
restore the nation’s economic and political 
health. By establishing stable loan programs 
with various foreign powers, Mr. Hariri secured 
much needed reconstruction funds with which 
he rebuilt Lebanon’s infrastructure. He 
oversaw the higher education of tens of thou-
sands of Lebanese students and put forth a 
sizeable proportion of his own fortune toward 
social, education, and transportation projects. 
Mr. Hariri worked for a unified Lebanon, free 
from the social divisions of war and restored 
to its former state of health and stability. 

As a descendent of Lebanese immigrants, I 
retain a deep personal interest in the welfare 
of my ancestral country. I followed Mr. Hariri’s 
struggles as Prime Minister to put Lebanon 
back on firm footing and admired his deter-
mination. Now that Mr. Hariri has passed 
away, I can only hope that his cause will con-
tinue to be carried out by those who must now 
fill his place. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I have no fur-
ther requests for time, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
REHBERG). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ISSA) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 91, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO 
HOUSES 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I offer a privi-
leged concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 66) and ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 66 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Thursday, 
February 17, 2005, on a motion offered pursu-
ant to this concurrent resolution by its Ma-
jority Leader or his designee, it stand ad-
journed until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, March 1, 
2005, or until the time of any reassembly pur-
suant to section 2 of this concurrent resolu-

tion, whichever occurs first; and that when 
the Senate recesses or adjourns on Thursday, 
February 17, 2005, or Friday, February 18, 
2005, on a motion offered pursuant to this 
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader 
or his designee, it stand recessed or ad-
journed until noon on Monday, February 28, 
2005, or at such other time on that day as 
may be specified by its Majority Leader or 
his designee in the motion to recess or ad-
journ, or until the time of any reassembly 
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first. 

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the 
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House 
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble 
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate whenever, in their opinion, the public 
interest shall warrant it. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO 
COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I offer a reso-
lution (H. Res. 112) and ask unanimous 
consent for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 112 

Resolved, That the following Member be 
and is hereby elected to the following stand-
ing committee of the House of Representa-
tives: 

Committee on Resources: Mrs. Musgrave. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

CLARIFICATION OF CERTAIN EX-
ECUTIVE ORDERS BLOCKING 
PROPERTY AND PROHIBITING 
CERTAIN TRANSACTIONS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 109–10) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations and ordered 
to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to, inter alia, section 203(a) 
of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702(a)) 
(IEEPA) and section 201(a) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1621(a)) (NEA), I exercised my statu-
tory authority to declare national 
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